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Malachi

(I HC La M)

The second line above spells out the Hebrew name of the prophet Malachi.  Hebrew reads from 
right to left so the third line is English script written in the order of the Hebrew (right to left).
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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to a four-week study of the Old Testament prophet Malachi. This is not a well-known 
book. It’s relatively small in size. It contains very few familiar passages. Plus, it covers what may be 
the least well-known period of Israelite history. So...why are we studying Malachi? Well, it is timeless, 
incredibly rich and very applicable for us today.

There are two events which dominate the history of ancient Israel: the Exodus out of Egypt, and 
the Exile into Babylon. Most of us know something about these events; almost all of us know 
about the Exodus. But we know very little about the period after the exile. There are several Old 
Testament books which chronicle this period: Ezra and Nehemiah are historical works; Obadiah, 
Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are prophetic works. Not surprisingly, these prophets are some of 
the least familiar works in the Old Testament.
 
And yet you and I will still find studying Malachi (and the others) profoundly deepening and 
spiritually rewarding. We should not be surprised at that. The work was inspired by God in every 
detail, and because of that Malachi was incredibly on-point and incisive for his day. He is equally on-
point for us, I believe, since God’s Word does not change! So, shame on you for even asking earlier. 

In fact, studying Malachi will remind us of the incredible power and richness of God’s Word. 
This seemingly random and obscure Old Testament book will take on a rich life as we take the 
time to really investigate it. This will reinforce an important principle: God’s Word is beautiful 
and nourishing, but often it must be washed and peeled in order to be enjoyed. Malachi will not 
surrender the full nourishment of her fruit to a hasty reader. She must be savored. A quick two-
day reading of a book like Malachi – which is usually how we approach this kind of book – will not 
deliver to us all that God intended. So, let’s do the work to get all that God intended.

We will begin our study by looking at the background. We will start, not with Malachi itself, but 
with the historical run-up to this prophecy. This will help us hear it in its proper setting. Ironically, 
hearing Malachi more fully in its ancient setting will help us apply it more fully to our lives today.

HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

Each “day” of material includes two exercises: I suggest you do the first one first thing in the 
morning. The second one should be done sometime in the evening, ideally right before you go to 
sleep. Then, for those of you who have signed up, you will get a text in the middle of the day that 
is meant to remind you of our study and to create a micro-moment of connecting with God. You 
can find the full text of Malachi in the back of this devotional. Let’s get started! 
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DAY 1: INTRODUCTION
Part of the meaning of any text is derived from the circumstances in which the message was 
written. So, over these first few days we will look at the background of Malachi. Give it time. We’re 
laying a foundation!

Malachi delivered his sermons around 430 B.C. making him the last of the Old Testament prophets. 
In fact, the period between Malachi and the coming of Jesus has been called “400 years of silence.” 
God certainly wasn’t silent, but there was not a divinely inspired messenger delivering God’s word 
to God’s people throughout those years. His message was crafted to address the hearts of people 
who were facing financial insecurity, religious skepticism and personal disappointments. Sound 
familiar? Their world was not at all how they imagined it might be. This makes Malachi a thoroughly 
modern prophet. 

The prophecy hits on several big topics. It deals (1) with the nature of God and with (2) our 
relationship with God and our responsibility to him. It also addresses (3) our relationships with 
one another, and (4) our responsibilities for our material possessions. Ultimately, Malachi jumps up 
to the 10,000-foot level and looks at (5) God’s sovereign plan for the nations of the world and (6) 
the universal judgment and redemption He will bring at the end of the ages.

By the way, “Malachi” in Hebrew means “my messenger.” Many believe that the name was simply 
lifted from Mal. 3:1, where it was used not as a proper noun. If “malachi” is not a name but simply 
a functionary, then the book is anonymous. Some scholars hold this view because no information 
is given about the personal life of the prophet. Whether or not Malachi was an actual person, the 
message of the book is not changed, although I tend to favor Malachi as an actual person primarily 
because that is the prevailing view throughout church history.

Pray, asking God to bless your study time in Malachi. Pray that this will be a rich journey 
for you and others.

Now, read Malachi 1:1. 

• What do you hope to get out of a study of the book of Malachi?

• Malachi’s audience was facing difficult times. It seems they were disappointed; probably 
disappointed in God. How do you typically handle disappointment?

• Notice who Malachi addresses the prophecy to. “Israel” did not exist at this point. In fact, 
“Israel” as a whole unit had not existed for almost 500 years – since their Civil War after the 
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death of Solomon. What does this say about Malachi’s view of history and nations?

• How does this speak to your view of history and nations?

Let’s close in prayer.

• Dedicate yourself and your time of study to God.
• Ask Him to bless your time of study through the book of Malachi. 
• Ask Him to show you what you need to see.
• Ask Him to bless others in our congregation who are going through this study. 
• Pray that He would knit our hearts together through this exercise.

EVENING

This morning, you began by thinking about what you hope to get out of this study. Tonight, we 
should remind ourselves what we are studying. This is God’s Word! 

Read Hebrews 4:12-13.

12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing 
in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him 
to whom we must give account.

• Consider the author’s description of God’s Word. What aspect of that Word are you most 
in need of right now?

Let’s end our day in prayer.  Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep 
we may rest in peace.”

Lights out!
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DAY 2: BACKGROUND
Today let’s dive head-first into the history leading up to Malachi. First, jump back over 500 years to 
the time of the King Solomon. Beginning almost immediately after the death of King Solomon in 
931 B.C., Judah (and the northern kingdom of Israel) began a three-century pattern of see-sawing 
back and forth between unfaithfulness and obedience. They were attracted to the life habits of 
their neighbors, and therefore, their gods. At some points, they clung to holiness and the worship 
of Yahweh, at other points, they followed the lifestyles of their neighbors and worshipped foreign 
gods. This depended mostly on the spiritual life of the King, but also on the attitude of the people. 
Unfortunately, unfaithfulness became the prevailing tendency. 

From the very beginning of their history through Moses, God had warned the Jews that this 
pattern would result in judgment. Throughout their see-saw journey, various prophets warned 
them to redirect their hearts and attentions. Eventually, God had had enough. 

Now zoom forward 300 years to around 600 B.C. and the teaching of the prophet Jeremiah. 
Finally, through Jeremiah, God predicted that He would deal with their unfaithfulness in the way it 
deserved, the way He had promised. 

He did.

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Let’s dig in. Read Jeremiah 25:8-14

8 Therefore the Lord Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to my words, 9 I will summon 
all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares the Lord, “and 
I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will 
completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. 10 I 
will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of 
millstones and the light of the lamp. 11 This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these 
nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

12 “But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land 
of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the Lord, “and will make it desolate forever. 13 I will bring 
on that land all the things I have spoken against it, all that are written in this book and prophesied by 
Jeremiah against all the nations. 14 They themselves will be enslaved by many nations and great kings; I 
will repay them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.”
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• Notice in verse 9 that Nebuchadnezzar is called God’s “servant.” What do you think this 
means?

• What does Jeremiah predict about the future of Judah and its inhabitants?

• How long will the “banishment” last?

• Why will this happen (see verse 8)?

Let’s close in prayer.

Consider using ACTS as your framework for prayer.

• Adore: spend a few minutes appreciating God and telling Him why you love Him.
• Confess: spend a few minutes confessing your sin to God.
• Thanksgiving: Thank God, especially for His faithfulness today.
• Supplication: Spend a few minutes praying for people who are on your mind and offer 

your own requests.

Ask Jesus if there are ways in which you are not listening to Him right now.

Challenge: Send someone in your small group (or a friend) your favorite observation from the 
reading today. 

EVENING

From our Bible passage this morning, Jeremiah predicted that God would send the Babylonians to 
overwhelm Jerusalem.

Why would God send foreign forces to ransack Jerusalem? Why would He allow this? Actually, why 
would He prescribe it? Remember, in the ancient world, every tribe, every city, every civilization 
had their own gods. And in their minds, wars were often a test of the gods. The victorious city, it 
was believed, must be worshipping the most powerful god; the victorious nation was the one who 
was more favored. 

So, why would God allow Jerusalem to be ransacked? It has been said that God is more interested 
in the holiness of His people than in His own reputation. This seems to be the case.
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Read Leviticus 19:1-2.  Actually, some other time read the rest of the chapter. In fact, if you 
read all of Leviticus, you’ll find the same theme: the entire ethic that God prescribes (dietary laws, 
relationship regulations, worship, etc.) is built on the call to holiness. All of their behavior should 
display holiness. All of God’s regulations point toward holiness. God is interested in our holiness 
above all else! This is the point of His activity in our lives.

1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, 
the Lord your God, am holy.

• According to verse 2, what is the basis of our holiness?

• The primary definition of the word “holy” is “set apart” or “unique”. Secondarily, it means 
“morally pure”. What does this say about our behavior?

Let’s end our day in prayer.  Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!
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DAY 3: BACKGROUND
Remember, during this introductory week, we’re discovering the background of Malachi’s prophecy. 
He lived and preached about 430 B.C. Yesterday, we ran the clock back first 600 years to the time 
of Solomon’s death in 931 B.C.; and then 200 years to around 600 B.C. and the time of Jeremiah. 
Today we will run the clock back from Malachi about 150 years. In 586 B.C., the Babylonian 
army under the command of King Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem ransacking the city and 
destroying the Temple. This is what Jeremiah predicted. Jeremiah was still alive and active when 
this happened. Many of the citizens of Judah, especially the leaders, were forcefully taken into exile 
being transported to Babylon. This is also what Jeremiah predicted.

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read 2 Kings 25:8-21. 

8 On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, an official of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 
9 He set fire to the temple of the Lord, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every 
important building he burned down. 10 The whole Babylonian army under the commander of the 
imperial guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem. 11 Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard 
carried into exile the people who remained in the city, along with the rest of the populace and those 
who had deserted to the king of Babylon. 12 But the commander left behind some of the poorest 
people of the land to work the vineyards and fields.

13 The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars, the movable stands and the bronze Sea that were at 
the temple of the Lord and they carried the bronze to Babylon. 14 They also took away the pots, shovels, 
wick trimmers, dishes and all the bronze articles used in the temple service. 15 The commander of the 
imperial guard took away the censers and sprinkling bowls—all that were made of pure gold or silver.

16 The bronze from the two pillars, the Sea and the movable stands, which Solomon had made for 
the temple of the Lord, was more than could be weighed. 17 Each pillar was eighteen cubits high. 
The bronze capital on top of one pillar was three cubits high and was decorated with a network and 
pomegranates of bronze all around. The other pillar, with its network, was similar.

18 The commander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest next in 
rank and the three doorkeepers. 19 Of those still in the city, he took the officer in charge of the fighting 
men, and five royal advisers. He also took the secretary who was chief officer in charge of conscripting 
the people of the land and sixty of the conscripts who were found in the city. 20 Nebuzaradan the 
commander took them all and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 21 There at Riblah, in the 
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land of Hamath, the king had them executed.

So Judah went into captivity, away from her land.

• What did the Babylonians destroy?

• Who did they take captive and who did they leave?

• What impact might all of this have had on the Jews?

• Has God ever used a dramatic event in your life to get your attention?

• How is He trying to get your attention right now?

Let’s close in prayer. Remember ACTS (Adore, Confess, Thanksgiving, Supplication)

EVENING

As we learned this morning (see 2 Kings 25), Jeremiah’s prediction concerning Nebuchadnezzar 
and the Babylonians was fulfilled in detail. It was the habit of the Babylonians throughout their 
campaigns to enslave and transplant major portions of the population of captured peoples 
to prevent future uprisings. In keeping with this habit, many Jews were forcefully driven out of 
Jerusalem (and the surrounding area) and taken to Babylon or other parts of the Empire. 

This period of Israelite history is called “The Exile.” Several psalms are believed to have been 
written during this period. One of them is a powerful lament about the condition of their lives.

Read Psalm 137.

1 By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
    when we remembered Zion.
2 There on the poplars
    we hung our harps,
3 for there our captors asked us for songs,
    our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
    they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
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4 How can we sing the songs of the Lord
    while in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,
    may my right hand forget its skill.
6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth
    if I do not remember you,
if I do not consider Jerusalem
    my highest joy.

7 Remember, Lord, what the Edomites did
    on the day Jerusalem fell.
“Tear it down,” they cried,
    “tear it down to its foundations!”
8 Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction,
    happy is the one who repays you
    according to what you have done to us.
9 Happy is the one who seizes your infants
    and dashes them against the rocks.

• Has God ever allowed trial in your life to get your attention and to draw you near to Him?

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!
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DAY 4: BACKGROUND
Quick review: King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians overwhelmed Jerusalem in 586 B.C., just 
as Jeremiah predicted. Many Jews living in and around Jerusalem were taken to various parts of the 
Babylonian Empire. This began a period of Exile with a large population of Jews living in Babylon. 

After a time, many of these Jews had assimilated successfully into Babylonian life. They learned the 
language, and they became successful merchants. But they longed for their homeland. 

There were positive trends. For instance, some of them seemed to have deepened in their 
devotion to Yahweh. In fact, the idolatry characteristic of the period leading up to Jerusalem’s fall 
had all but disappeared. The prophets from this period do not spend any time addressing the gods 
of their neighbors (like Baal, from an earlier period). 

Plus, this was the period in Israel’s history when the synagogue system first appeared. Since 
they could not sacrifice at the Temple, they began to meet and express their faith in smaller and 
mid-sized groups that were localized. These were called synagogues. So, as the idolatry of their 
forefathers disappeared, it was replaced in some of them by a fresh faith centered around this 
synagogue system. 

Unfortunately, there were negative trends as well. In many of these exiled Jews, the idolatry of 
their ancestors was replaced by secularism. They had so fully acclimated to the Babylonian culture 
that they had lost their Jewish distinctiveness and their religion.

This Babylonian life was interrupted in 539 B.C. by the Persian conquest of Babylon under the 
leadership of King Cyrus of Persia. When Cyrus overran the Babylonian Empire an unimaginable 
thing happened.

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Ezra 1:1-11.

1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the 
Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to 
put it in writing:

2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says:

“‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me 
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to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem 
in Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their 
God be with them. 4 And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide 
them with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in 
Jerusalem.’”

5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone whose heart 
God had moved—prepared to go up and build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 6 All their neighbors 
assisted them with articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in 
addition to all the freewill offerings.

7 Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the Lord, which 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of his god. 8 Cyrus 
king of Persia had them brought by Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar 
the prince of Judah.

9 This was the inventory:

gold dishes   30
silver dishes       1,000
silver pans  29
10 gold bowls  30
matching silver bowls  410
other articles       1,000

11 In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and of silver. Sheshbazzar brought all these along with the 
exiles when they came up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

• According to Ezra (v. 1) why did this happen?

• Cyrus was not necessarily a God-fearer. We simply don’t know. The Persians released most 
of the peoples that the Babylonians had forced into Exile, the Jews among those. Why 
might this have benefitted Persia?

• And yet, it benefitted God’s cause as well. And it fulfilled prophecy. What specific 
instructions does Cyrus give them?

• How might God be using the circumstances around you to accomplish His purposes for 
you? (Give this one a minute. Think about the last 7 months. What is God doing?)
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Let’s close in prayer. Specifically, try to listen to God for how He might be using your current 
circumstances to accomplish His purposes for you. Then thank Him.

• Remember ACTS (Adore, Confess, Thanksgiving, Supplication)
• Remember to listen.

Challenge: Let’s memorize Isaiah 45b-46. 

“I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create 
disaster; I, the Lord, do all these things.”

Read it several times.

Write it down to take with you and review or make a verbal note on your phone to listen to later.

EVENING

So…Jeremiah’s prediction about the fall of Jerusalem and the banishment of the people was 
fulfilled. But so was his prediction about the punishment of Babylon after 70 years. And as a 
consequence of Babylon being overthrown, Jews, who had been forcefully settled in Babylon, were 
allowed to return to the Jerusalem area. The Jews were allowed to return to their homeland if 
they wanted … just as Jeremiah had predicted. God is very, very faithful!

Read Psalm 86:8-13

8 Among the gods there is none like you, Lord;
    no deeds can compare with yours.
9 All the nations you have made
    will come and worship before you, Lord;
    they will bring glory to your name.
10 For you are great and do marvelous deeds;
    you alone are God.

11 Teach me your way, Lord,
    that I may rely on your faithfulness;
give me an undivided heart,
    that I may fear your name.
12 I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart;
    I will glorify your name forever.
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13 For great is your love toward me;
    you have delivered me from the depths,
    from the realm of the dead.

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!
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DAY 5: BACKGROUND
The people of Israel who returned from exile in Babylon had been awestruck by God’s faithfulness 
to his covenant with Abraham. “You have kept your promise because you are righteous,” the 
Levites had prayed (Nehemiah 9:8). They must have been thinking: “Wow! God did you really do 
this?!!” 

Even when Israel had rebelled against him, God had demonstrated his forgiveness, grace, 
compassion, patience, and love in not deserting them (Neh. 9:17; cf. Mal 3:6). Even when their 
rebellion occurred over and over, the Lord “delivered them time after time” (Neh. 9:28). Though 
Israel had repeatedly refused warnings to “return to your law” (Neh. 9:29), in his great mercy the 
Lord “did not put an end to them or abandon them” (Neh. 9:31). Therefore, in the presence of 
continuing hardship, the restoration community confessed their sins, praised God for his grace, and 
reaffirmed their commitment to him (Neh 9:32–38; especially vv. 32–33).

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Nehemiah 9:1-38.

1 On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, fasting and 
wearing sackcloth and putting dust on their heads. 2 Those of Israelite descent had separated 
themselves from all foreigners. They stood in their places and confessed their sins and the sins of 
their ancestors. 3 They stood where they were and read from the Book of the Law of the Lord 
their God for a quarter of the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in worshiping 
the Lord their God. 4 Standing on the stairs of the Levites were Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, 
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani and Kenani. They cried out with loud voices to the Lord their God. 5 And 
the Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah and Pethahiah—said: 
“Stand up and praise the Lord your God, who is from everlasting to everlasting.”

“Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted above all blessing and praise. 6 You alone 
are the Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth 
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of 
heaven worship you.

7 “You are the Lord God, who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and 
named him Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful to you, and you made a covenant with him 
to give to his descendants the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Jebusites and 
Girgashites. You have kept your promise because you are righteous.
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9 “You saw the suffering of our ancestors in Egypt; you heard their cry at the Red Sea.10 You sent 
signs and wonders against Pharaoh, against all his officials and all the people of his land, for you 
knew how arrogantly the Egyptians treated them. You made a name for yourself, which remains to 
this day. 11 You divided the sea before them, so that they passed through it on dry ground, but you 
hurled their pursuers into the depths, like a stone into mighty waters. 12 By day you led them with 
a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire to give them light on the way they were to take.

13 “You came down on Mount Sinai; you spoke to them from heaven. You gave them regulations 
and laws that are just and right, and decrees and commands that are good. 14 You made known to 
them your holy Sabbath and gave them commands, decrees and laws through your servant Moses. 
15 In their hunger you gave them bread from heaven and in their thirst you brought them water 
from the rock; you told them to go in and take possession of the land you had sworn with uplifted 
hand to give them.

16 “But they, our ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did not obey your 
commands. 17 They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among 
them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return 
to their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 
abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 18 even when they cast for themselves 
an image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who brought you up out of Egypt,’ or when they 
committed awful blasphemies.

19 “Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the wilderness. By day the 
pillar of cloud did not fail to guide them on their path, nor the pillar of fire by night to shine on 
the way they were to take. 20 You gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold 
your manna from their mouths, and you gave them water for their thirst. 21 For forty years you 
sustained them in the wilderness; they lacked nothing, their clothes did not wear out nor did their 
feet become swollen.

22 “You gave them kingdoms and nations, allotting to them even the remotest frontiers. They took 
over the country of Sihon king of Heshbon and the country of Og king of Bashan. 23 You made 
their children as numerous as the stars in the sky, and you brought them into the land that you 
told their parents to enter and possess. 24 Their children went in and took possession of the land. 
You subdued before them the Canaanites, who lived in the land; you gave the Canaanites into their 
hands, along with their kings and the peoples of the land, to deal with them as they pleased. 25 
They captured fortified cities and fertile land; they took possession of houses filled with all kinds of 
good things, wells already dug, vineyards, olive groves and fruit trees in abundance. They ate to the 
full and were well-nourished; they reveled in your great goodness.

26 “But they were disobedient and rebelled against you; they turned their backs on your law. They 
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killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you; they committed 
awful blasphemies. 27 So you delivered them into the hands of their enemies, who oppressed them. 
But when they were oppressed they cried out to you. From heaven you heard them, and in your 
great compassion you gave them deliverers, who rescued them from the hand of their enemies.

28 “But as soon as they were at rest, they again did what was evil in your sight. Then you 
abandoned them to the hand of their enemies so that they ruled over them. And when they cried 
out to you again, you heard from heaven, and in your compassion you delivered them time after 
time.

29 “You warned them in order to turn them back to your law, but they became arrogant and 
disobeyed your commands. They sinned against your ordinances, of which you said, ‘The person 
who obeys them will live by them.’ Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, became stiff-necked 
and refused to listen. 30 For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit you warned 
them through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you gave them into the hands of the 
neighboring peoples. 31 But in your great mercy you did not put an end to them or abandon them, 
for you are a gracious and merciful God.

32 “Now therefore, our God, the great God, mighty and awesome, who keeps his covenant of 
love, do not let all this hardship seem trifling in your eyes—the hardship that has come on us, on 
our kings and leaders, on our priests and prophets, on our ancestors and all your people, from 
the days of the kings of Assyria until today. 33 In all that has happened to us, you have remained 
righteous; you have acted faithfully, while we acted wickedly. 34 Our kings, our leaders, our priests 
and our ancestors did not follow your law; they did not pay attention to your commands or the 
statutes you warned them to keep. 35 Even while they were in their kingdom, enjoying your great 
goodness to them in the spacious and fertile land you gave them, they did not serve you or turn 
from their evil ways.

36 “But see, we are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our ancestors so they could eat its fruit 
and the other good things it produces. 37 Because of our sins, its abundant harvest goes to the 
kings you have placed over us. They rule over our bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in 
great distress.

The Agreement of the People

38 “In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, our 
Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it.”
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However, the community’s appreciation for God’s love, faithfulness, and justice in the face of their 
sin did not last. They faced fierce opposition in their attempts to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. 
This must have been unexpected and discouraging. The result of their efforts did not look anything 
like what they had imagined when they first made the trek from Babylon back “home.” We can 
imagine them thinking, “If I had known this would be the result, I think I would have stayed.” And it 
might have been disheartening to hear stories from friends and family back in the Babylonian area 
and know that they were flourishing as middle-class merchants. THIS WAS NOT HOW THEY 
IMAGINED IT!

Malachi addressed an entirely different atmosphere than the one Nehemiah describes in 
Nehemiah 9. The exuberance of faith met the harsh realities of life and eventually faith bent under 
the weight of discouragement. Have you ever been there?

Let’s close in prayer. We need to do some work today.

• God says, “Do not fear for I am with you; do not be dismayed for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:19) 
Claim this truth before God today.

• Ask God to speak into any discouragement you might have.
• Ask him to strengthen you and help you. Make this specific.
• Ask him to uphold you with his righteous right hand.
• Now, pray this for someone you know who is discouraged.

Challenge: Ask God to place someone on your heart who needs to be encouraged. Call them or 
send them a text of encouragement today sometime.

EVENING

If I take the long view and look back over my life, it’s easy to see the difference between the fruit 
of faith and the fruit of discouragement and doubt. That difference makes me want to become a 
Christian all over again. Of course, when I’m discouraged that view is clouded and – really, I don’t 
even want to take in that bigger perspective. I’d rather just feel sorry for myself. 

Israel’s history tells the same story, especially the period after The Exile. As the faith and 
excitement of the first years of resettlement gave way to discouragement and doubt, then the 
moral compass of the community lost true north. 

Like self-centered children who had begun taking love for granted, Judah became blind to it 
and responded to the Lord’s discipline with, “You don’t love me” (as we’ll see in Malachi 1). As 
evidence, they pointed to others who had it better and said, “All who do evil are good in the eyes 
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of the LORD, and he is pleased with them” (as we’ll see in Mal. 2:17), and, “It is futile to serve God. 
What did we gain by carrying out his requirements …?” They began to “call the arrogant blessed” 
and to say, “Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape” (as we’ll 
see in Mal. 3:14–15). 

Moral deterioration and religious laziness set in. There were problems of intermarriage with 
foreigners (Mal. 2:11; see also Ezra 9–10; Neh. 13:23–27), failure to bring tithes (Mal. 3:8–10; see 
also Neh. 12:44–47; 13:10–14), and economic oppression (Mal. 3:5; see also Neh. 5:1–13).

That’s a lot of words for the end of the day...but now we’re ready to study Malachi. I can’t wait to 
join you next week in unpacking this powerful word from God.

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!
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DAY 6 
Let’s start this week by reviewing Isaiah 45:6b-7. 

“I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form the light and create the darkness, I bring prosperity and 
create disaster; I, the Lord, do all these things.” 

Malachi organizes his prophecy around a series of questions that come from the minds and hearts 
of his listeners. To each question, he offers God’s response. The first question is dripping with self-
pity. “We have heard all of our lives about how you love us, God. But exactly how have you loved 
us? I mean, what have you done for us lately? You’ve seen our lives. This is not even close to what 
you promised.”

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Malachi 1:2-5.

• Why does Malachi begin with this question? Remember, he is giving us God’s mind and 
heart. So, what is on God’s mind and heart here?

• Look at the end of the passage. They will see what God will do and say, “Great is the Lord 
– even beyond the borders of Israel.” What does God’s greatness have to do with His 
love?

• Think about the way you love others. Are there ways that you feel your loving could 
improve? (The right answer is “yes.”) How?

• Think about the way others have loved you. Are there times you have missed this or not 
appreciated it ... maybe because you were feeling sorry for yourself?

• God loves us perfectly! Think about that throughout your day.

Final note: what in the world is going on with the Esau and Edom stuff? We’ll talk about that 
tomorrow.

Let’s close in prayer.

Spend some time reflecting on how you have experienced God’s love in your life and thank Him 
for that. Pray that others in your life would experience His love today.
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EVENING

In The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis reminds us of how wonderful/terrifying God’s love can be. 
Clearly, we saw this morning, the Israelites have misunderstood that love. So do we, I’m afraid.

“When Christianity says that God loves man, it means that God loves man: not that He has 
some ‘disinterested’ … concern for our welfare, but that, in awful and surprising truth, we 
are the objects of His love. You asked for a loving God: you have one. The great spirit you so 
lightly invoked, the ‘lord of terrible aspect’, is present: not a senile benevolence that drowsily 
wishes you to be happy in your own way ... not the care of a host who feels responsible for 
the comfort of his guests, but the consuming fire Himself, the Love that made the worlds, 
persistent as the artist’s love for his work and despotic as a man’s love for a dog, provident and 
venerable as a father’s love for a child, jealous, inexorable, exacting as love between the sexes. 
How this should be, I do not know: it passes reason to explain why any creatures, not to say 
creatures such as we, should have a value so prodigious in their Creator’s eyes. It is certainly 
a burden of glory not only beyond our deserts but also, except in rare moments of grace, 
beyond our desiring…

Man does not exist for his own sake. ‘Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created.’ (Rev. 4:11) We were made not primarily that we may love God (though 
we were made for that too) but that God may love us, that we may become objects in which 
the Divine love may rest ‘well pleased’. To ask that God’s love should be content with us as 
we are is to ask that God should cease to be God: because He is what He is, His love must, in 
the nature of things, be impeded and repelled by certain stains in our present character, and 
because He already loves us He must labor to make us lovable… What we would here and 
now call our ‘happiness’ is not the end God chiefly has in view: but when we are such as He 
can love without impediment, we shall in fact be happy.”

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 
wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Lights out!
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DAY 7
Let’s return to the first rhetorical question Malachi poses on behalf of his audience – “How have 
you loved us? –and to God’s answer.

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Again, read Malachi 1:2-5.

• So, what’s up with Edom? What is God referring to? Well, the Edomites were the 
descendants of Esau. You may remember that Esau and Jacob were the sons of Isaac, who 
was the son of Abraham (see Genesis). Even though Esau was the older, Jacob ended up 
receiving his father’s blessing and the family inheritance. And Jacob, not Esau, was the one 
through whom God’s promise was extended. Now read the following:

Abundant references to Edom in the Old Testament indicate a profound hatred between the 
two nations (cf. Num 20:14–21; 1 Kgs 11:14–16). Why? Well, the prophet Obadiah indicates that 
Edomites had helped the Babylonians against Judah by cutting off their escape and delivering 
over many captives (v. 14). Plus, 1 Esdras 4:451 reports that it was the Edomites who burned the 
temple. 2 So, what happened to them eventually?

About the time of Jerusalem’s destruction (see Day 4), the cities of Edom were also destroyed 
by the Babylonians. The Edomites seem to have returned during the exile, but they were driven 
gradually from their original homeland by local Arabs. Then they began taking over parts of 
southern Judah. They were among the peoples who hassled the returning Jewish exiles. The result 
was that Jews returning from Babylon at the end of the sixth century were able to occupy little 
but Jerusalem and its suburbs for many decades. This added insult to injury for the Jews.

However, Edom was never again a national entity. All their attempts to reestablish a national 
presence were frustrated. They ultimately ceased to exist as a political or ethnic group.

• So, how do you understand God’s answer here? How does His activity toward Edom 
speak to the feeling “it’s just not fair, God”?

• How does God’s activity toward Edom demonstrate His love for the Israelites?

• How does God’s activity toward Edom speak to His love for you?
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Let’s close in prayer. Consider using the Lord’s Prayer as a model for yourself.

• Spend a couple of minutes acknowledging how great God is. “Our Father in heaven, holy is 
your name.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praying for God’s complete rule in your life and in your world 
(family, country, etc.). “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praying for your needs and the needs of those on your mind. 
“Give us this day our daily bread.”

• Spend a couple of minutes asking for forgiveness and cleaning your records toward others. 
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praying for spiritual protection and pray against the work of 
Satan against you! “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praising God. “For thine is the kingdom, power and glory...”

EVENING

God is sovereign – over all things, including our lives. This is a wonderful and comforting truth; a 
place of rest from worry and fret. It is also a difficult and mysterious truth. The Apostle Paul uses 
Malachi’s teaching to make this point. He does not back away from the more mysterious aspects 
of this, does he?

Read Romans 9:12-16

12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”13 Just as it is 
written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”

14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses,

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”

16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 
wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Lights out!
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DAY 8
Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Malachi 1:6-9

• Did you catch God’s complaint and the response question in verse 6? “Contempt for my 
name”... I mean “contempt.” That’s a very strong word. How were they showing contempt?

• Specifically, how does Malachi describe the sacrifices that they were allowing?

• Deuteronomy 17:1 says, “Do not sacrifice to the Lord your God an ox or a sheep that has 
any defect or flaw in it; for that would be detestable to him.” Why would such a sacrifice be 
detestable? (Think of what Malachi says at the end of verse 8.)

• This section (and chapter 2) are addressed to priests. In that sense, they are easily 
applicable to church leaders today. But, think of the areas in which you serve as a “priest”. 
Think of your children. Think of people over whom you have spiritual influence. Think 
of your leadership role, especially in the church. Think of the people you help, pray for 
and give advice to. Are there ways you sometimes allow them to bring blind or crippled 
sacrifices?

Let’s close in prayer.

• Remember the Lord’s Prayer as a possible model.
• Especially pray for the influence that you have on others.

Challenge: At Gateway, we have said that we want to allow God to turn our homes into ministry 
centers this fall. Think about what that might that look like. Be sure to share this answer with your 
small group if you are in one.

EVENING

Read Nehemiah 9:16-18

16 “But they, our ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did not obey your commands. 17 
They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among them. They became 
stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a 
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forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not 
desert them, 18 even when they cast for themselves an image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who 
brought you up out of Egypt,’ or when they committed awful blasphemies.

Most scholars place Nehemiah as a near contemporary to Malachi, perhaps a little earlier. 
Obviously then, he confronted the same spiritual conditions as Malachi. His warning is loaded with 
truth he wants his contemporaries to remember. What is that truth?

• Have there been times in your life when you wanted to “return to your slavery”?

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 
wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Lights out!

DAY 9
Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Malachi 1:10-14.

• This is the end of the prophetic sermon we started yesterday, with the same unified 
theme. Let’s remind ourselves: what is that theme?

• What did sacrifices represent to them? What is the modern equivalent?

• Verse 10 advocates a violent reaction. How might this apply to your worship life?

• Notice the contrast that God draws between what will one day be true of ALL nations 
and what is currently true among the Jews in verse 11. 

• What is the emotion behind their response in verse 13? What are they thinking?

Let’s close in prayer.

• Remember the Lord’s Prayer as a possible model.
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EVENING

Read Isaiah 29:13

3 The Lord says:

“These people come near to me with their mouth
    and honor me with their lips,
    but their hearts are far from me.
Their worship of me
    is based on merely human rules they have been taught.

I really like how one commentary introduced Malachi 1:6–2:9

“What they knew of God did not impress them. The most precious truth in all God’s Word is that the 
Lord has made himself known to us, grasping us in his redeeming love. But bitterness in the hearts of 
the priests had numbed their spiritual senses. God to them was like a customer who enters a place 
of business but who does not appear to have any money for a purchase. He was neglected, given as 
little attention as possible, with the hope that he would soon be on his way. Or else he was like a silent 
partner, assigned a place in the corner where he could lend the establishment an air of respectability, 
as long as he kept quiet and did not get in the way. Israel continued to offer sacrifices in his name and 
to call upon his name to bless Israel, but they honored him with their lips rather than their hearts.” 3

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 
wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Lights out!
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DAY 10
Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Malachi 2:1-9

Wow! God gets a little dark here. He is clearly very upset. Obviously, there are serious 
consequences for anyone foolish enough to ignore God’s Word. But the “If ” at the beginning of 
verse 2 suggests that there is still hope. 

• Let’s start with the phrase “set your heart to honor my name” from verse 2. Put that 
phrase in your own words. To help you with this, consider two things:

1. Make sure you include the intentionality in this charge.
2. Secondly, let me quote from a commentary on Malachi concerning “the heart.” This 

may help you.

“The word ‘heart’ (lēb / lēbāb) denotes in Hebrew what may be called the command center of a 
person’s life, where knowledge is collected and considered and where decisions and plans are made 
that determine the direction of one’s life. In view of the 814 occurrences of the word in the Old 
Testament in reference to the human ‘heart’ (the commonest of all anthropological terms) and the 
common usage of ‘heart’ in English speaking of emotions, it is important to differentiate the Hebrew 
meaning from the English and so to guard against the false impression that biblical man is determined 
more by feeling than by reason.” 4

• What specific punishment does God outline in verse 3? (This is pretty graphic, isn’t it?)

• When God established the constitution of Israel, He designated the Levites as the tribe 
from which the priests would come. They were given certain rights and responsibilities and 
certain privileges. What were they supposed to do? (Look at verses 5-7.)

• Finally, look at verses 8 and 9. Notice that there is a connection between holding on to the 
truth (v. 8) and being able to discern real justice (v. 9b).

Let’s pray.

• Remember your restatement of “set your heart to honor my name.” Make that a 
declaration in your prayer.

• Consider using the Lord’s Prayer as a model.
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Challenge: Send someone an email outlining the most impactful thing you have read or thought 
from this week’s material.

“Set your heart to honor His name” right now!

EVENING

Read John 14:23-24.

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

In his workbook Experiencing God, Henry Blackaby says:

“If you have an obedience problem, you have a love problem.” He explains, “Jesus said, ‘If 
you love me, you will obey what I command.’ When you obey Jesus, you demonstrate that 
you love Him and trust Him. The Father loves those who love His Son. For those who love 
Him, Jesus said He would love them and show Himself to them. Obedience is the outward 
expression of your love for God.” 

I don’t know about you, but this makes me feel very differently about obedience.

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 
wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

Lights out!
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DAY 11
Malachi 2:10 through 3:6 is often called the second address of the book. Think of it like chapter 2. 
Malachi spent chapter 1 mostly addressing the leaders. Now, he turns his attention to everyone. 

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Malachi 2:10 – 3:6 for an overview.

• What are your general impressions?

• What thoughts jump out at you?

• What questions occur to you?

• What verse or thought speaks most loudly to you?

Let’s close in prayer.
• Remember the ACTS model from week 1.

EVENING

Read Malachi 2:10.

• In the Hebrew translation, the emphasis of the second question is on “breaking faith.” It 
reads “why do we break faith, a man with his brother to profane the covenant of our 
fathers.” What is the prophet’s central concern here?

• The word “profane” used here suggests making something unholy or robbing something of 
its significance. Wow! Evidently, if we break faith with one another, we are also robbing our 
relationship with God! Repeat: by treating one another wrongly we are treating God with 
contempt. At Gateway, we have made the development of community our central concern. 
Can you see that Malachi agrees with us? 
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Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Visit this place tonight, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell 
with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

Lights out!

DAY 12
Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Malachi 2:10-16.

• There is some debate about whether Malachi is talking about unfaithfulness to God, and 
using “divorce” metaphorically, or if he is talking about literal divorce between married 
couples. It may even be that he’s doing both. It is also complicated by his discussion of 
marrying “the daughter of a foreign god.” Which do you think it is (or both)?

• Notice verses 13 and 14. They are continuing to perform acts of worship – in fact, 
dramatic worship (“you weep and wail”). But God does not receive these acts of worship. 
Why? What is the warning for you?

• He gives one of the primary reasons for God’s concern about the integrity of their 
marriages in verse 15. What is it?

• Special note: If you are divorced, please do NOT allow yourself to feel condemned every 
time you read a passage like this (or hear someone talk about divorce). See Romans 8:1. 
Instead of feeling condemned, read this passage and distill the truth principles from it. If 
something speaks into your life and elicits conviction about past decisions, then own that, 
ask forgiveness and move forward with a clean slate. The same is true for all sins we carry 
with us from our past. They are dealt with and expunged because of the death of Jesus not 
because of our sense of guilt about them, so ongoing guilt is unhelpful and unnecessary.

• How does this passage speak to your participation in worship?
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• What does this say to you about the importance of your relationships with others?

Let’s pray.
• Spend some time praying for your marriage. (If you’re single, pick out a marriage that you 

know well and pray for them. Also pray for your significant friendships.)
• Ask God to make you an agent of unity in all of your relationships today.

Challenge: Text or call someone today and remind them how important they are to you!

EVENING

Look at Malachi 2:15b-16 below.

“So, guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.
16 “I hate divorce,” says the Lord God of Israel, “and I hate a man covering himself with violence as well 
as with his garment,” says the Lord Almighty.
So, guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.” (NIV)

Clearly, this is important! He repeats the phrase “guard yourself in your spirit” twice. Do not try to 
read anything mystical into this. It is a colloquial way of saying “be very careful and watchful about 
yourself.” Many translations render it this way. 

Overall, this is a very difficult section in Hebrew. Just one example of the difficulty is that the 
verb beginning verse 16 is in the third person, “he”, and not first person “I”. So, you can see the 
problem with the NIV translation above. The ESV offers a better translation which clears up some 
of the difficulties from the NIV: “’For the man who hates and divorces,’ says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, ‘covers his garment with violence,’ says the LORD of hosts.” Also see the HCSB translation: 
“ ‘If he hates and divorces [his wife],’ says the LORD God of Israel, ‘he covers his garment with 
injustice,’ says the LORD of Hosts.” Compare these with the NIV above.

Correctly rendered, it sounds a little less like a blanket universal condemnation of divorce and 
more like a general warning about the nature of your heart and your relationships, especially your 
marriage, doesn’t it?

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Visit this place tonight, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell 
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with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

Lights out!

DAY 13
For the returning Jews, the circumstances of their lives were unsettling. They believed they 
deserved better. Things were decidedly not how they imagined they should be. They were 
unprepared for some of the trials that they faced. But they were unable to recognize their own 
corruption. So, they saw their current economic and social troubles as a sign of God’s unfairness or 
unfaithfulness. (If you’re interested also see Hag. 1:6, 9–11; 2:16–19; Neh. 9:32–37.)

They deserved divine blessings, they thought, but were receiving afflictions instead. Plus, the sins 
of the people around them seemed to be going unpunished – at least in their view. In this section, 
Malachi highlights this complaint against divine injustice. It appeared that “all who do evil are good 
in the eyes of the LORD” (cf. 3:15), implying the corollary that they, who were righteous on the 
other hand, were being ill-treated.

Malachi puts words to this complaint: “Where is the God of justice?” In other words, “Why aren’t 
you making things okay for us?”

Ask God to bless your time of study today.

Read Malachi 2:17

• Think of the prophet placing this question right after he has dealt with their unfaithfulness 
with one another (in 2:10-16). Why do you think he brings this question up in that 
context?

• The word translated “weary” carries the same meaning as our English word. It literally 
means “to expend considerable energy at a task,” but it is often used figuratively of 
emotional disturbance or exhaustion or annoyance. Why is God weary?

• What are your complaints against God?
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• Have you wearied God at points in your life? Now? (Warning: don’t take this question 
lightly.)

As an alternative to Malachi’s audience, Nehemiah had exactly the right perspective. Nehemiah 
9:33 says, “In all that has happened to us, you have been just; you have acted faithfully while we did 
wrong.” Let’s memorize that verse today. 

• Read it several times.
• Write it down to take with you and review or make a verbal note on your phone to listen 

to later.

Let’s end in prayer.
• Examine your heart today and see if there are complaints against God burrowing into your 

spirit anywhere. Use Psalm 139:23-24 as the text of your prayer.
• Confess your thoughts to God.
• Praise Him for His justice and His care for your life. And try to recount ways that He has 

provided and cared for you.

Challenge: Let’s memorize Nehemiah 9:33.  Write someone in your small group (or a friend) 
an email of encouragement today. Imagine helping God move their heart from Malachi 3:17 to 
Nehemiah 9:33.

EVENING

The Jews who returned from the Exile were not unique in their complaints. These complaints 
reemerged over and over again over the Centuries. I mean, almost ALL sitcoms are able to 
accomplish a well-rounded, happy ending in less than 30 minutes. Why doesn’t it work like that in 
our lives?

Read Isaiah 40:27-31.

27 Why do you complain, Jacob?
    Why do you say, Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord;
    my cause is disregarded by my God”?
28 Do you not know?
    Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
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    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
    and his understanding no one can fathom.
29 He gives strength to the weary
    and increases the power of the weak.
30 Even youths grow tired and weary,
    and young men stumble and fall;
31 but those who hope in the Lord
    will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
    they will run and not grow weary,
    they will walk and not be faint.

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Visit this place tonight, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell 
with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

Lights out!

DAY 14
We will take two days to deal with the next section. It takes some work.

As you read the next section, remember the question that hangs over it, the one that Malachi 
places on the lips of the people: “Where is the God of Justice?” (2:17) It’s as if they are saying, “WE 
are people of justice, but justice has not been done to us. Where are you God? Won’t you come 
and act on our behalf and make sure we get all the justice we deserve?”

And in our passage today, it is as if God is saying, “Oh, I’m coming alright. But not how you 
expected it.”

Ask God to bless your study time today.

Read Malachi 3:1-6.
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Verse 1 is very difficult to understand. The New Testament makes it clearer for us, but we should 
be honest about the challenge. First of all, there are as many as five characters in the verse: “I”, “my 
messenger”, “the Lord you are seeking”, “the messenger of the covenant”, and “the Lord Almighty.” 
Wow. Read it again and try to decide for yourself who is being talked about here.

• Probably “my messenger” refers to someone who will come before “the Lord you are 
seeking” and prepare (the Hebrew word is often translated “clear”) the way. Can you see 
how powerful it was for the New Testament to identify John the Baptist in this role?

 � Then it would follow that “I” and “the Lord you are seeking” and “the messenger 
of the covenant” are all referring to Jesus. It’s confusing since he starts referring 
to himself in the first person and ends in the third person. Plus, the phrase 
“messenger of the covenant” is confusing having just called the forerunner “my 
messenger.” 

 
• Look quickly at Malachi 4:5. Malachi 3:2 from our reading today uses the phrase “the day 

of his coming.” This same event is called “the Day of the Lord” in 4:5. And, “my messenger” 
from 3:2 is called “Elijah” in 4:5. This Day is hard to endure! “Who can stand” it, according 
to verse 2. It will be “great and dreadful!” (4:5) Why the warnings? What does this suggest 
to you about the Day of the Lord? 

• The structure of the Hebrew makes it clear that the emphasis in the passage is on verse 5. 
List the 6 categories of people who will be the object of God’s negative testimony.

• What are contemporary versions of these categories?

• What thought about God, or about the future or about your own heart is the takeaway 
for you from this passage? What questions do you have about this topic?

Let’s pray.

Turn that last thought or question into a prayer (the one about the future or about your own 
heart). Reflect on it with God. Linger for a few minutes and see if He fills it out with any more 
detail and nuance. 

EVENING

Read Hebrews 9:27-28.

27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed 
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once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring 
salvation to those who are waiting for him.

There have been periods in church history when it seemed like the church elevated the themes 
of God’s judgment and His terrifying holiness out of proportion to the Biblical emphasis. But, 
in today’s church, we may be in danger of moving in the opposite direction. We would like to 
avoid these topics. Not only are they dark, but they’re sooooo mysterious and there are many 
unanswered questions. And yet, it is a part of reality. It is baked into the nature of things. History 
is not a giant circle; it is an arrow shot toward a very specific point. And along the course of 
history, God has and will intervene to redirect, and yes, to correct and to judge. These times are 
harbingers of when He will ultimately actively judge and usher in perfect justice.

Some have sensed that kind of activity in our current global circumstances. 

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Visit this place tonight, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell 
with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

Lights out!

DAY 15
Once again read Malachi 2:17 – 3:5.

The Lord has grown weary of Judah’s hypocritical pleas for justice and their complaints of divine 
inaction. So, He announced His coming! It will be a day of justice that will be different from what 
they expected or desired.

• He makes 4 predictions and then gives the results of those predictions. List those 
predictions in the chart below. Let me help you get started.
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• What do these predictions tell you about the Lord’s coming?

• The Day of the Lord language is used of times when The Lord intervenes in history to 
bring about justice. He acts on behalf of His people – either to deliver or to discipline and 
purify – and He punishes wrongdoers. This process reaches its ultimate conclusion in the 
Second Coming of Jesus. At that event, the deliverance/discipline/purification/punishment 
will be final. As you read the Old Testament and then hear Jesus talk in the New Testament 
it is as if all of the “Days” of the Lord that have come before are echoes of that final DAY, 
like a minor earthquake can be a warning sign of something major about to come.

 � What does all of this make you think about the global pandemic we’re facing 
right now?

 � Imagine, a year ago, someone trying to describe the current global shutdown. 
Who could have imagined anyone/anything being able to pull that off! What 
does that tell you?

Let’s pray.

• At Gateway, we have said we believe a small part of what God is doing right now is 
scattering us so that we can be more effective. Our theme for the year is “Every Day in 
Every House” from Acts 5:42. Pray about how God would use your house this fall. Ask 
Him what that looks like.

Prediction Result

I am sending my messenger. He will prepare the way before me.

Suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come 
to His temple. (see v. 2)

He will be a refiner and purifier.



39

• Pray for the other houses in your small group. (And if you’re not in a small group, pray for 
others that you know well.)

EVENING

What have the last seven months of this most unusual year revealed about you?

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Visit this place tonight, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell 
with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

Lights out!

DAY 16 
Today, we begin the last section of the book. And it begins with a bang. In some ways, Malachi 3:6 
silences all of their complaints and concerns and ours as well. In this opening, God offers a mind-
blowing truth about Himself. Theologians sometimes call this the immutability of God.

Ask God to bless your study today.

Read Malachi 3:6.

• “Destroyed” is a strong word. What is He getting at? What could have caused them to be 
destroyed?

• So, why are the “descendants of Jacob” not destroyed?

• Did you notice the term “descendants of Jacob”? (Remember Malachi 1:2-3 where he 
made the argument about Jacob and Esau.) This term is not used very often; in fact, it’s 
used only 15 times in the Old Testament and 12 of the uses are in Genesis during the 
time of the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob). Don’t snooze on this. The time of Jacob 
predated the Exile. It predated the time of Jeremiah. It predated the time of Solomon. It 
predated even the time of Moses by at least 400 years. You get the idea. This reference is 
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going way back. God is harkening back to the initial promises He made to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. What does this say about God’s thinking here?

• Think of the things that had changed for these Jews in recent decades. What happens 
when we focus on what has changed instead of what does not change?

• What has changed for you over the past year? What has not changed?

• I like the way one scholar explained this. Dr. VanGemeren said, the point there is that “the 
love of God outweighs his judgment. Though he may discipline even acrimoniously, his 
‘love’ will still extend to the offspring of David. Though man may show contempt for the 
covenant, the Lord will never ‘violate’ … his own covenant. What he has promised by oath 
stands.”

Let’s pray.

• Let’s remember God’s faithfulness today.
• Choose one of the following songs to aid your prayer time.

 � “Yes and Amen” by Pat Barrett
 � “Do It Again” by Elevation Worship
 � “Promises” (feat. Joe L Barnes & Naomi Raine) by Maverick City 
 � “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” by Austin Stone Worship

EVENING

God’s immutability (unchangeableness) is an incredibly hard concept for us to get our minds 
around. In part because it implies some mysterious things about how He interacts with the world 
and with us. And the Bible does not shy away from these concepts. Regardless of how you imagine 
God’s sovereignty interacting with your will, it would be unwise not to recognize that HE IS 
MAKING HIS WILL HAPPEN AND IT DOES NOT CHANGE. In you, through you, around you...
God is moving, growing, and executing His will. Always. Undeniably. Immutably. He does not change. 

And, ultimately, His will is to display His glory and to accomplish your good.

Read Proverbs 16:9 and 21:1.

9 In their hearts humans plan their course,
    but the Lord establishes their steps.

1 In the Lord’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water
    that he channels toward all who please him.

https://youtu.be/kkHo70DeiMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOBIPb-6PTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5m09rqOoxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eQ1oal44wU
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Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!

DAY 17
Ask God to bless your time of study today.

Read Malachi 3:7-12

• Verse 7 has been called the key verse in Malachi’s whole prophecy. This summarizes the 
core of God’s concern. “Ever since the time of your forefathers ...” Remember this covers 
a long period of time: pretty much their entire history. What does this tell you about the 
Jews (and the human race in general)? What does this tell you about God?

• St. Augustine once said, “Without God I can’t. Without me, God won’t.” In verse 7, God 
reflects this view. He requires something of them. Generally speaking, what is it?

• When God asks them to “Return to me” they may have been thinking “We already did. 
We are the ones who came back here to rebuild the Temple and the land.” Have you ever 
felt like that? Have you ever felt like you tried to be faithful and do the right thing and 
didn’t get what you expected?

• Then He gets more specific. So, what does “returning” look like (see v. 10)?

• Evidently, they were being quite stingy in their approach to God. They were not giving to 
God’s causes. How is this described in verse 8?

• Why does God use such dramatic language here?

• This is the only time in Scripture when we are specifically told to “test” God on something. 
What is the test we are challenged to run?

• What will the results be if we do as instructed?
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The word “tithe” literally means a tenth. The New Testament never mentions a tithe, so there has 
been much debate about whether or not this Old Testament requirement is still valid for us. It is 
probably not a requirement for those who “do not live under the law”, as Paul put it. But many 
Christians have found it to be a helpful standard. Actually, the New Testament standard is far more 
rigorous. See Luke 9:23-25 and the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10. In effect, everything we 
have is God’s. I suppose our question should be “how much do we have to keep for ourselves to 
be able to live” with the thought being we will want to give away as much as possible.

• What percentage of your income do you give to God’s causes?

• Do you believe God is pleased with your giving?

What is the main takeaway for you from today’s lesson?

Let’s pray.
• Remember the ACTS model.

Challenge: Remember we are looking to God to turn our homes into ministry centers. Pray this 
morning for an opportunity to use some specific lesson you’ve learned from our study so far as 
a way to have a spiritual conversation with a neighbor or someone in your close orbit. “Hey, my 
church has been doing this really interesting thing... And I never knew....” That kind of thing. And 
after you pray WATCH FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT ITSELF.

EVENING

Read Psalm 24:1 and Leviticus 25:23

1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it;

23 “‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you reside in my land as 
foreigners and strangers.

In our passage this morning, the defensive Jews asked, “How do we rob you?”

The Lord might have responded by pointing again to their insulting so-called worship (1:4); or to 
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their treachery against one another (2:10), especially their wives (2:14); or to their profaning the 
Lord’s sanctuary by intermarriage with idolators (2:11); or to their toleration of sorcery, adultery, 
perjury, and economic exploitation of the defenseless (3:5). Instead, he brought to their attention 
another area in which their rebellion was manifesting itself—the withholding of tithes. 

I think we all understand that this withholding is not good. But why so dramatic? Why make it a 
sign of their returning? Why think of it as robbery?

Well, the Old Testament refers to “the land” over a thousand times! If you’re familiar with the Old 
Testament I’m sure this rings true for you. And the vast majority of these references are to the 
land of Canaan, the land that God promised the fathers, the land He gave Israel, the land where 
He would bless His people. How Israel regarded and treated the land and its produce was a 
central feature of their responsibilities under God’s covenant. 

Their residency in the land came to represent their participation in a love-relationship with the 
God who had given the land. But that residency had to be legitimized by an attitude of faith and 
gratitude toward God. And that faith and gratitude was shown by their proper use of and by their 
view of the land. In other words, they needed to understand that they were stewards of their 
resources, but God was the owner/author/originator. 

One of the primary ways they demonstrated their stewardship of the land was through the 
system of tithes. The giving of tithes and offerings was how they cared for the priests and Levites; 
it was how they cared for the poor; and it was a central part of their worship activity. To withhold 
the tithe was tantamount to saying, “These resources are mine to do with as I please.” It is the 
same for us today!

We are quick to forget that everything we have comes to us as a gift from God. One reason for 
this is the sinful human tendency to disconnect the gift from the giver (Deuteronomy 6:10–12). 
I love how author Walter Brueggemann puts this. He said, “the land, source of life, has within it 
seductive power. It invites Israel to enter life apart from covenant.… Israel does not have many 
resources with which to resist this temptation. The chief one is memory.”

Tonight, let’s remember.

“We remember, O Lord, that you have been good. We remember that you have provided again and 
again and again. Protect that memory tonight as we rest in you.” 

Lights out!
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DAY 18
While we know from our reading yesterday that the “descendants of Jacob” needed to return 
to the Lord, and we know that returning in part involved giving their tithes, we didn’t learn why 
they weren’t giving, or not completely anyway. Today, we hear the attitude that led to a lifestyle of 
robbing God. It is a retreading and an amplification of their complaint in 2:17, but there are some 
important insights to gather from the amplification. Not only were they convinced that God was 
NOT punishing the wicked, He was also NOT rewarding the righteous. And since righteousness 
didn’t pay and since in their minds the point of life, and the point of their religious observance, 
was to be comfortable and prosperous (sound familiar), then they reasoned they might as well be 
wicked.

Ask God to bless your time of study today.

Read Malachi 3:13-15

• Generally, how does God describe their complaints? (see v. 13)

• Summarize their complaints against God here.

• What do you think they mean by “going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty”?

• It is very difficult not to become envious of the lives of others, especially in the day of 
social media. For many of us, it seems like everybody’s life is better than ours. And doesn’t 
this kind of thinking eventually end up in a “why don’t you come through for me, God” 
kind of complaint? This was the problem for Malachi’s readers, only they seemed not to 
have any real piety nor any real connection with God that would draw them back from the 
dangers of this kind of thinking. 

 � As an alternative, read Psalm 73:1-17. Especially notice verses 13-17.

A psalm of Asaph.

1 Surely God is good to Israel,
    to those who are pure in heart.
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2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped;
    I had nearly lost my foothold.
3 For I envied the arrogant
    when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

4 They have no struggles;
    their bodies are healthy and strong.
5 They are free from common human burdens;
    they are not plagued by human ills.
6 Therefore pride is their necklace;
    they clothe themselves with violence.
7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity;
    their evil imaginations have no limits.
8 They scoff, and speak with malice;
    with arrogance they threaten oppression.
9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven,
    and their tongues take possession of the earth.
10 Therefore their people turn to them
    and drink up waters in abundance.
11 They say, “How would God know?
    Does the Most High know anything?”

12 This is what the wicked are like—
    always free of care, they go on amassing wealth.

13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure
    and have washed my hands in innocence.
14 All day long I have been afflicted,
    and every morning brings new punishments.

15 If I had spoken out like that,
    I would have betrayed your children.
16 When I tried to understand all this,
    it troubled me deeply
17 till I entered the sanctuary of God;
    then I understood their final destiny.

• I hope you’ve gotten the sense that feeling like your life is not how you imagined it 
would be, and feeling disappointed or overwhelmed by your circumstances is not at all 
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uncommon. Actually, you probably knew that, but still this set of emotions catches us by 
surprise. When we find ourselves in that kind of place emotionally, there are better (Psalm 
73) and worse (Malachi) ways of dealing with it. What do you think makes the difference?

Let’s pray.

Psalm 90:12 says, “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” Make 
that the centerpiece of your prayer this morning. Ask God to help your number your days aright.

Challenge: Let’s memorize Psalm 90:12.

12 Teach us to number our days,
    that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

EVENING

As we’ve seen, Malachi puts a series of questions into the mouths of his listeners as a literary 
device that helped him organize his material. Six times they ask “how.” “How have you loved us?” 
(1:2), “How have we shown contempt for your name?” (1:6) “How have we defiled you?” (1:7) 
“How have we wearied him?” (2:17) “How are we to return?” (3:7) And “How do we rob you?” 
(3:8).

There’s some exasperation in those questions, isn’t there? We can almost hear the seventh 
question. “How can you be bringing charges against us when we have charges to bring against 
you?” It’s pretty obvious that they felt like something was missing from their lives. It’s pretty obvious 
that they felt like they were missing God’s blessing. But were they missing God?! 

We don’t ever get one without the other! 

If you have time tonight listen to this song before you sleep. Enjoy.
• “Blessings” by Laura Story

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQan9L3yXjc
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DAY 19
Malachi is rounding out his prophecy by giving the ultimate answer to all of their questions 
and complaints. And here we find out that not all of the Jews have been reduced to religious 
skepticism and cynicism. There is a group still who “feared the Lord.” Some commentators believe 
that this group had resulted from the preaching of Malachi. We have no way of knowing. 

Throughout Malachi, we have heard how the general populace has talked among themselves and 
God has listened – and grown weary. Now, we hear the righteous have also been talking and God 
has been listening. He always does.

Ask God to bless your time of study today.

Read Malachi 3:16 – 4:3.

Here’s a note about this “scroll of remembrance” in verse 16.

Most scholars believe that this scroll was a heavenly scroll based on the phrase “written in his presence.” 
This kind of scroll is referred to in other places in the Bible. For example, “The book of life” is mentioned in 
Exodus 32:32; Ps. 69:28; and in the NT in Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27. According to Rev. 13:8 
and 17:8 the names are recorded “from the creation of the world.” Similar to this is “your book” in Ps. 139:16, 
which contains God’s decreed plan for the days of David’s life, recorded before his birth.

This language is probably metaphorical, but it is used so often that it may very well be literal. There may be 
a “book” in heaven that keeps our account. You can see why many believe this is what is being referred to 
here.5

On the other hand, the word used here is the Hebrew word zikkārôn. “The term zikkārôn from the verb 
zākar, ‘remember,’ occurs twenty-four times in the Hebrew Bible and refers to a reminder, either a memorial 
day (Exodus 12:14; Lev 23:24), a symbolic object (Exodus 13:9; 28:12; Joshua 4:7), or a record (Exodus 17:14), 
as here.” 

There are many Biblical examples of these kinds of records, even from the time period of Malachi. For 
example, “the enemies of the Jews asked that the Persian king Artaxerxes search ‘the archives of your 
predecessors’ for evidence of the Jews’ past rebellions (Ezra 4:15), which he did (4:19). The term for ‘archives’ 
here, sĕpar dākĕranayyā’, is the Aramaic equivalent of the Hebrew term in Malachi. Earlier during Darius’s 
reign, the regional governor had asked that a search be made in the ‘royal archives’ (lit. “treasure house,” Ezra 
5:17) to verify Zerubabbel’s claim that King Cyrus had authorized rebuilding the Jewish temple. Such a search 
produced the ‘memorandum’ or record (Ezra 6:2, dikrônâ, almost identical to the term in 4:15) of Cyrus’s 
decree, on the basis of which Darius issued a similar decree (Ezra 6:6–12).”6

Because of this kind of record keeping, and because similar terminology was used to describe it, a 
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minority of scholars believe that the “scroll of remembrance” in Malachi 3:16 was an official journal 
that the faithful few were keeping themselves.

• So, how do you read this “scroll of remembrance” phrase?

• How does God answer the charge that there is no distinction between “evil doers” and 
those who “carry out his requirements”?

• Generally speaking, how would you describe “the Day of the Lord”?

• Why do you think His coming will have this kind of character?

• Fill out this chart.

• God’s ultimate answer to injustice and disobedience is to point to the end of all things. 
What does this tell you about the world? About your current circumstances?

Let’s pray.

• Remember the ACTS model.
• Especially be mindful of God’s ultimate plans and of your ultimate destiny.
• If you have time, listen to this song: “Soon” by Hillsong.

The Category Their Ultimate Destiny

“The arrogant and every evildoer”

The ones “who revere my name”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YI8G5ToRXKU
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EVENING

“The idea which shuts out the Second Coming from our minds, the idea of the world slowly ripening to 
perfection, is a myth, not a generalization from experience.” (C.S. Lewis)

Let’s let Lewis’ quote sink in for a moment. This is it, isn’t it? As a species we are driven by the 
thinking that if we just keep tinkering, if we get the education quotient right, if we get everyone fed 
and agreeing with us politically, well then things will be as they should be! 

And more importantly, as individuals, we’re driven by “if only” thinking ... driven to hope and expect 
that the world can deliver our heart’s deepest desires. “I mean it will, if only ...” We continue to 
believe this in some corner of our minds and hearts against all evidence. 

But tonight, let’s welcome the recognition that this world WILL NOT fully satisfy us. Let’s let that 
recognition reverberate into every corner of our hearts and minds. 

• If you have time and the means, listen to this song: It Is Well - Kristene DiMarco.

Let’s end our day in prayer. Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!

DAY 20
We’ve come to the end of our study of Malachi. We’ve spent 4 weeks (and 7 weeks on Sunday 
mornings) with a people who were struggling because their lives were not how they imagined 
they would be. Let’s start today with a moment of overview.

• What has been the most important aspect of this study for you?

 � Take a moment and thank God for that. Celebrate it with Him.

• What is the main way in which you have recognized yourself in the concerns of Malachi’s 
audience?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNqo4Un2uZI
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• How has this impacted the way you think about your current circumstances and our 
circumstances as a country?

• How do you hope this will impact the way you are when we return to something more 
normal?

Read Malachi 4:4-6

• Finally, and in summary, what does God ask them to do? (verse 4)

• Nothing new here! Back to the basics...what does that tell you about the course of your 
own obedience?

• Don’t miss the fact that we live on the other side of the event predicted in verses 5 and 6. 
What are your thoughts on those two verses?

Let’s pray.

• Remember the ACTS model.
• Especially thank God for His Word. 

Challenge: Pick your favorite or most revealing answer/thought from today and send a note to 
someone in your small group (or to a friend) including that note.

EVENING

This week will have one additional day. Take a few moments sometime tomorrow and finish off by 
doing Day 21. It has been a joy to be with you! It has been a joy to be in God’s Word! Let’s keep it 
going.

Let’s end our time in prayer.  Try this one:

“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we 
may rest in peace.”

Lights out!
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DAY 21
Take some time today and ask Jesus what he would want you to do next devotionally. If you’ve 
enjoyed this study, consider finding something else like it. Ask others in your small group what 
they’re doing as well.

• Review your three memory verses: Isaiah 45:6b-7; Nehemiah 9:33; Psalm 90:12. See 
printable notecards in the back of this devotional.

• If you have time and the means, listen to the following song: Promises (feat. Joe L Barnes & 
Naomi Raine) by Maverick City. It’s long but worth it. Turn it up! 

Let’s close in prayer. Consider using the Lord’s Prayer as a model for yourself.

• Spend a couple of minutes acknowledging how great God is. “Our Father in heaven, holy is 
your name.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praying for God’s complete rule in your life and in your world 
(family, country, etc.). “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praying for your needs and the needs of those on your mind. 
“Give us this day our daily bread.”

• Spend a couple of minutes asking for forgiveness and cleaning your records toward others. 
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praying for spiritual protection and pray against the work of 
Satan against you! “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

• Spend a couple of minutes praising God. “For thine is the kingdom, power and glory...”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5m09rqOoxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5m09rqOoxE
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MALACHI
1 A prophecy: The word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi.[a]

Israel Doubts God’s Love

2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord.

“But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’

“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob, 3 but Esau I have hated, 
and I have turned his hill country into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.”

4 Edom may say, “Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins.”

But this is what the Lord Almighty says: “They may build, but I will demolish. They will be called the 
Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of the Lord. 5 You will see it with your own eyes 
and say, ‘Great is the Lord—even beyond the borders of Israel!’

Breaking Covenant Through Blemished Sacrifices

6 “A son honors his father, and a slave his master. If I am a father, where is the honor due me? If I 
am a master, where is the respect due me?” says the Lord Almighty.

“It is you priests who show contempt for my name.

“But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for your name?’

7 “By offering defiled food on my altar.

“But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’

“By saying that the Lord’s table is contemptible. 8 When you offer blind animals for sacrifice, is that 
not wrong? When you sacrifice lame or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to 
your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the Lord Almighty.

9 “Now plead with God to be gracious to us. With such offerings from your hands, will he accept 
you?”—says the Lord Almighty.
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10 “Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on 
my altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the Lord Almighty, “and I will accept no offering from 
your hands. 11 My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where it sets. 
In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because my name will be great 
among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty.

12 “But you profane it by saying, ‘The Lord’s table is defiled,’ and, ‘Its food is contemptible.’ 13 And 
you say, ‘What a burden!’ and you sniff at it contemptuously,” says the Lord Almighty.

“When you bring injured, lame or diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I accept 
them from your hands?” says the Lord. 14 “Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his 
flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “and my name is to be feared among the nations.

Footnotes
Malachi 1:1 Malachi means my messenger.

Additional Warning to the Priests

2 “And now, you priests, this warning is for you. 2 If you do not listen, and if you do not resolve to 
honor my name,” says the Lord Almighty, “I will send a curse on you, and I will curse your blessings. 
Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not resolved to honor me.

3 “Because of you I will rebuke your descendants[a]; I will smear on your faces the dung from your 
festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it. 4 And you will know that I have sent you this 
warning so that my covenant with Levi may continue,” says the Lord Almighty. 5 “My covenant was 
with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this called for reverence and he 
revered me and stood in awe of my name. 6 True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false 
was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin.

7 “For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, because he is the messenger of the Lord 
Almighty and people seek instruction from his mouth. 8 But you have turned from the way and 
by your teaching have caused many to stumble; you have violated the covenant with Levi,” says 
the Lord Almighty. 9 “So I have caused you to be despised and humiliated before all the people, 
because you have not followed my ways but have shown partiality in matters of the law.”

Breaking Covenant Through Divorce

10 Do we not all have one Father[b]? Did not one God create us? Why do we profane the 
covenant of our ancestors by being unfaithful to one another?
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11 Judah has been unfaithful. A detestable thing has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: 
Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the Lord loves by marrying women who worship a foreign 
god. 12 As for the man who does this, whoever he may be, may the Lord remove him from the 
tents of Jacob[c]—even though he brings an offering to the Lord Almighty.

13 Another thing you do: You flood the Lord’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no 
longer looks with favor on your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. 14 You 
ask, “Why?” It is because the Lord is the witness between you and the wife of your youth. You have 
been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.

15 Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one 
God seek? Godly offspring.[d] So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful to the wife of your 
youth.

16 “The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “does violence to 
the one he should protect,”[e] says the Lord Almighty.

So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful.

Breaking Covenant Through Injustice

17 You have wearied the Lord with your words.

“How have we wearied him?” you ask.

By saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the Lord, and he is pleased with them” or 
“Where is the God of justice?”

Footnotes
Malachi 2:3 Or will blight your grain
Malachi 2:10 Or father
Malachi 2:12 Or 12 May the Lord remove from the tents of Jacob anyone who gives testimony in behalf of the man 
who does this
Malachi 2:15 The meaning of the Hebrew for the first part of this verse is uncertain.
Malachi 2:16 Or “I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “because the man who divorces his wife covers his 
garment with violence,”
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3 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you 
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” 
says the Lord Almighty.

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like 
a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver ; he will purify the 
Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in 
righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days 
gone by, as in former years.

5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and 
perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the 
fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the Lord 
Almighty.

Breaking Covenant by Withholding Tithes

6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the 
time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to 
me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing 
me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will prevent pests from 
devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the 
Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says 
the Lord Almighty.

Israel Speaks Arrogantly Against God

13 “You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says the Lord.

“Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against you?’
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14 “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What do we gain by carrying out his requirements and 
going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty? 15 But now we call the arrogant blessed. 
Certainly evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the test, they get away with it.’”

The Faithful Remnant

16 Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A 
scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and 
honored his name.

17 “On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, “they will be my treasured possession. I will 
spare them, just as a father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will 
again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God 
and those who do not.

Judgment and Covenant Renewal

4 [a]“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will 
be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the Lord Almighty. “Not a root or 
a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise 
with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. 3 Then you will trample 
on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,” says the 
Lord Almighty.

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel.

5 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. 
6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”

Footnotes
Malachi 4:1 In Hebrew texts 4:1-6 is numbered 3:19-24.
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FOOTNOTES
1 Esdras covers the same period as Ezra and Nehemiah. The Churches in the Eastern Tradition 
consider it to be part of the Bible. The churches in the West do not. It is an historical book with 
some interesting details. It displays the same theology and the same view of God as the Bible does.

2 Not surprisingly, prophecies of the destruction of Edom are found in Obadiah, Isaiah (34:5–15), 
Jeremiah (49:7–22), Lamentations (4:22), Ezekiel (25:12–14; 35:1–15), Joel (3:19), Amos (1:11–12), 
and Malachi (1:2–5).

3 Taylor, R. A., & Clendenen, E. R. (2004). Haggai, Malachi (Vol. 21A, p. 266). Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers.

4  Taylor, R. A., & Clendenen, E. R. (2004). Haggai, Malachi (Vol. 21A, pp. 288–289). Nashville: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers.

5 Taylor, R. A., & Clendenen, E. R. (2004). Haggai, Malachi (Vol. 21A, p. 443). Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers.

6 Taylor, R. A., & Clendenen, E. R. (2004). Haggai, Malachi (Vol. 21A, p. 443). Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers.
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6 so that from the rising of the sun
    to the place of its setting
people may know there is none besides me.
    I am the Lord, and there is no other.
7 I form the light and create darkness,
    I bring prosperity and create disaster;
    I, the Lord, do all these things.

      Isaiah 45:6b-7

33 In all that has happened to us, you have 
remained righteous; you have acted faithfully, while 
we acted wickedly.

      Nehemiah 9:33

12 Teach us to number our days,
    that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

      Psalm 90:12
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